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VOX VERITATIS
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The Good, The True, The Beautiful.
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God is good.  This has been a wonderful year for Veritas.  
We have seen growth and change on all fronts.  I would like 
to summarize a sampling of what the Board members are 
particularly excited about.

The ethos or spiritual atmosphere of a Christian school is 
so very important.  How we work together to achieve God’s 
purposes takes on many faces.  Throughout the year, Board 
members have been meeting with teachers for the simple 
purpose of praying with them and for them.  The House 
System was also started for grades 9-12, increasing comrad-
ery between grade levels and resulting in greater unity in the 
Rhetoric School.  We have initiated the Office of Communi-
ty Relations to help tell our story using podcasts and other 
publicity efforts.  

Dr. Woods has reorganized our administrative teams for 
efficiency and effectiveness, with talented leaders overseeing 
the Grammar, Logic and Rhetoric Schools.  The Classical U 
certification for teachers improves the focus and usefulness 
of our continuing education efforts.  This provides conti-
nuity of thought and practice between grade levels and will 
help integrate subject matter as we begin the block system 
this year with an increasingly interactive and Socratic meth-
odology in the Rhetoric School.  We are very intentional 
in our plans to create students who are thinkers, speakers, 
writers and life-long learners.  You will be hearing more 

about this through the year from our Headmaster who is 
skillfully taking us through these changes and continues to 
be the academic leader for Veritas.  His new book (Mor-
timer Adler:  The Paideia Way of Classical Education) was 
just published this summer by Classical Academic Press 
and is being read widely by those interested in Classical and 
Christian education.  

Informing our community about the Classical Differ-
ence at Veritas requires varied presentations of the Veritas 
Vision through different forums.  Podcasts have been a 
popular means and our mini surveys provide us with in-
stant feedback on many topics (see our website).  We want 
all of our parents and grandparents to be confident as they 
talk about the unique opportunities at Veritas.  Stay tuned.

Much is on the schedule for next year, not the least of 
which is a new classroom building.  Our modulars have 
served us well, but they are worn out.  We will keep you 
informed as this project unfolds.  In any event, we hope you 
are excited about Veritas as well and we encourage you to 
become a part of the progress as life-long learners, PTF par-
ticipants and as generous donors.  God’s love and kindness 
is upon Veritas.  May God continue to bless you and your 
family this year.

On Behalf of the Board of Trustees,  
Gary C. Prechter

Letter from The Headmaster

Note from The Board of Trustees

Veritas: A Place for You
The headline did what headlines are supposed to do. It 

hooked me. The title was - At 30, Fletcher strives to create 
a sense of place. The article stated at the very beginning 
that, “Its early leaders had a vision of a family-friendly 
community that would to establish an identity distinct from 
hip Asheville to its north and retiree-rich Hendersonville 
to the south.” That was when I realized that Veritas has one 
very important thing in common with Fletcher, NC. Veritas 
seeks to be a place for you. It was in the fabric of the found-
ing of Veritas to be a place for something very special in 
Western North Carolina. 

A place of Classical Christian learning where Intel-
ligent Faith:  Equipping minds and engaging hearts for 
God’s Kingdom purposes. It is always great news when-
ever we have a family that actually moves to the Fletcher, 
Asheville, Hendersonville area for the very purpose of their 
children to attend Veritas Christian Academy. The Founders 
of Veritas had as the foundational vision to offer top-form 
Classical Christ centered education and that is what we 
have been offering in this region of the country for more 
than twenty years. 

A place of Christian community.  One sign among 

several that there is a renewed sense of community at 
Veritas is hearing this year’s PTF leadership joyously affirm 
that we all desire to have more “fellowship” with all that the 
Parent Teacher Fellowship is planning moving from last 
year toward this school year.

A place where lives are transformed for God’s king-
dom purposes. School’s are primarily places where teaching 
and learning is at the very heart of our identity. As a Clas-
sical Christ-centered school we are a place where teaching 
and learning occurs for the ultimate purpose of seeing lives 
transformed for God’s kingdom purposes. Every fall when 
the students return, we can see changes. Some have grown 
a few inches while others have grown a good bit more than 
a few inches. At Veritas, we get to see growth of a much 
grander nature. When we watch students grow intellectually 
and spiritually in a manner reflecting God’s way and will, we 
have succeeded in doing what we are purposed to do.

We praise our God and Father for making this place 
called Veritas Christian Academy and we seek His glory 
in the year to come where all who teach, learn, serve and fel-
lowship here know that this is God’s place and it was a great 
good to be here. - Dr. Robert M. Woods
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journey itself is meant to be beautiful, 
and the outcome at the end of the road 
will be worth everything it takes to get 
there.  Blessings to the rising 2019-20 
9th Grade Glass! - Ms. Sullivan, Logic 
School Principal

Senior Walk
Compared to Advance to Logic and 
Advance to Rhetoric, the Senior Walk 
is a relatively new tradition at Veritas.  
Following Senior Chapel, our soon-to-
be graduates put on their commence-
ment attire and are led by a snare 
drummer through the school, where 
they are joyfully applauded by faculty, 
staff, students, and parents.  We have 
introduced this tradition for a couple 
of reasons.  First and foremost, it is a 
time of celebration for our graduates.  
After so many years of hard work, they 
deserve a moment and time out of the 
usual school routine to be congratulat-
ed and praised.  Secondly, the path the 
seniors take is symbolic.  As they wind 
their way through the Grammar, Logic, 
and Rhetoric Schools, they are taking a 
brief journey through their educational 
career at Veritas and are reminded of 
fond memories, friends, and teachers.  
Additionally, Senior Walk provides 
the rest of the students, from Pre-K to 
rising seniors, a reminder and a vision 
of what they will one day be-honored 
leaders ready to be sent on to the next 
step of their lives.  We are excited that 
Senior Walk has quickly become a 
tradition at Veritas, and we hope that it 
continues for many years.     
- Mr. Phillips, Rhetoric School         
Principal

let them soar on to Sixth Grade. I love 
that we all join together to congratu-
late our students on a job well done. 
This tradition serves as a reminder to 
our 5th graders that as they continue 
in their educational journey we are 
behind them 100%. - Mrs. Hill, 
Grammar School Principal

Advance to Rhetoric
We are all aware that a good edu-
cation is one of the most important 
things we can offer our children.  The 
ultimate goal of a Classical Christian 
Education is to help our students 

understand that there is a bigger 
picture out there; the picture does 
involve them, but it’s all about figuring 
out what their purpose is in that big 
picture. As students naturally question 
and challenge, our job is to intentional-
ly point them toward truth and beauty.  
It’s beautiful when a student has tears 
in their eyes because a poem is so 
moving.  It’s beautiful when students 
are in awe over God’s precision in 
creation.  It’s beautiful to see the glow 
of accomplishment on a student’s face 
when they get a difficult math problem 
right!  Rhetoric School is the next bend 
in the road as your child continues 
their educational journey.  There will 
be challenges, but we have sought to 
build the best foundation for what 
lies ahead.  Being prepared to think 
critically, analyze appropriately, and 
communicate thoughtfully is just the 
beginning of understanding that their 
ultimate place in the big picture is to 
bring honor and glory to the Creator 
of all that is good and beautiful.  The 

Trivium Traditions

Advance to Logic
Our youngest Warriors happily         
anticipate a long-standing tradition in 
the Grammar School: the clap-out and 
Advance to Logic ceremony.  By the 
time our Pre-K students study their 
way through Grammar School and 
reach Fifth Grade they are very famil-
iar with what this particular day at the 
end of the school year means.  It is one 
of the sweetest moments we share as 
a community, lining the hallways to 
honor our Fifth Grade Students.  From 
the rhythmic clap down the hallway to 
the loud cheers of celebration as they 
pass through, our Fifth Grade students 
“walk” the halls as a Grammar Student 
for the final time as we usher them 
into their next phase at VCA.  During 
the ceremony, prayers are spoken over 
the class, teachers share memories, 
the classes sing, a slideshow is viewed, 
a few tears are shed, a few chuckles 
are detected, and then a declaration 
is made that the class is ready for all 
that Logic School holds.  The celebra-
tion is only complete once everyone 
has enjoyed the chocolate fountain at 
the reception and photos are snapped 
of smiling faces ready for the next 
adventure.  One cannot participate in 
this treasured event without feeling 
the catch in their throat and wiping a 
few tears.  I have been the fifth grade 
teacher saying goodbye to my class, 
the parent of a graduating fifth grader, 
and now the proud principal, and each 
year, I have those bittersweet feelings 
of wanting to hold tightly and keep 
the students a little longer but also 
feeling immensely proud and ready to 
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In the art education world there is 
a heated debate about PROCESS vs. 
PRODUCT.

Process being the 
fun messy stuff. 
“Just let children 
experiment and 
discover.” Then 
there is Prod-
uct. Art cre-
ation that has 
an end point. 
Cookie cutter 
art is often a 
term used to 
describe prod-
uct and implies 
that children aren’t 
using imagination. I 
aim to teach Process FOR 
Product, much like teaching piano. A 
toddler banging on the piano is fun 
for him and he’s certainly exploring 
the instrument, but what is he really 
learning? You have to learn the scales 
and chords and how to play composed 
pieces of music before you can sit 
down at a piano and just start creating 
a melody that is pleasing.  We start 
with the basics like understanding 
the color wheel and why some colors 
mix well and some don’t. How to use 
value to give an object depth. There 
are very real skills they are learning 
through the processes that eventually 
produce a product.  I do have an end 

product in mind, but increasingly give 
them the freedom to express their own 
creativity and use their own problem 

solving skills as they are achieving 
the goals of the lessons. For 

example, I rarely have specific 
color requirements (ie: sky 
has to be blue, etc.) unless it 
is a lesson focusing on col-
or theory. Our end product 
may be a landscape in-
spired by Winslow Homer 
but if they want a red sky 
then more power to them. 

Sometimes those pieces are 
the most dynamic. 

Process FOR Product is 
actually very aligned with the 

classical model of teaching. What 
are the grammar, logic and rhetoric of 
art? The Grammar of art is what are 
called the Elements of Art- line, color, 
shape, value, form, texture and space. 
These are the facts of art, what is true. 
The Logic of art begins to incorporate 
the Principles of Design, or how and 
why the elements work together to 
create a piece of artwork that “works” 
or what is beautiful.  For example, un-
derstanding how to achieve balance, 
contrast, emphasis, pattern, etc. We 
learn this through art processes as well 
as through critique and observation 
of famous works of art throughout the 
grammar school years. The Rheto-
ric of art is being able to take your 
understanding of the elements and the 
principles of design and create your 
own original piece of art. Putting it all 
together, the good, the true, the beau-
tiful. This stage is usually achieved 
during the Logic and Rhetoric school 
years when less guidance is required. 
At every stage, I am instilling the prin-
ciple of excellence. We don’t aim for 
perfection but we do aim for our best 
effort and completion of something 
beautiful.

Variety, while observational draw-
ing is the basis, I try not to get stuck 

Process vs. Product
there but to touch on multiple art 
movements and techniques through-
out the year.  This is consistent in 
Grammar, Logic and Rhetoric schools. 
The projects are just scaled according 
to the age group. I want every child 
to feel successful at some point on 
some project so we do some abstract 
and expressive art, collage, painting, 
etc. While one child feels successful 
with drawing, another may feel great 
success with origami or non objective 
painting. I brought a loom into the 
classroom this year which was a huge 
hit. We also had a clay unit, which is 
always a favorite week in the art room 
and pretty much everyone is success-
ful! - Elisa Petree, Art Teacher

To learn more, tune into “The 
Beauty of the Art Program at 
VCA” podcast found at 
https://veritasnc.org/                        
voices-of-veritas-podcasts

Follow our student’s beautiful 
artwork on Instagram 
@veritas_warrior_arts
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faces – and to know that our children 
have given them a gift they’ll remem-
ber for a long time. - Frank Argento, 
Music Teacher

Once in a Lifetime Trip
The Senior Trip was such an amazing experience to cap 

off my Veritas education. It was so amazing to see the places 
where the history we learned in the classroom took place. 
When we traveled to Rome, all of the lessons about Roman 
emperors and senators felt so real. Exploring the Roman 
Forum was especially captivating. In the Vatican museum, 
we saw the originals of so many extraordinary art pieces. 
The most memorable to me was seeing the original Rafael’s 
School of Athens that I had seen on Mrs. Robbins’ wall ev-
ery day for the past four years. In Florence, we continued to 
see wonderful works of art and architecture like the unfor-
gettable Il Duomo. 

Another wonderful culmination that the senior trip 
brought was one of community. The experience drew 
together the senior class and the teachers and strengthened 
the bonds that we had been cultivating throughout our 
time at Veritas. We truly made unforgettable memories 
and lifetime experiences.  It is a once in a life time trip.                       
- James Madison, Class of 2019

Thank you for Supporting the Class of 2019!

Engaging, Interactive, Creative.
Engaging, interactive, creative are 

words that can describe what happens 
inside the Grammar School music 
classroom as our students play bells, 
drums, recorders, and learn to sing.  
On special occasions though, we take 
music outside the classroom to share 
what we learn. For at least ten years, 
our students have delighted guests 
at the Omni Grove Park during the 
Christmas season.  The great lobby is 
the setting where our students gather 
around the piano and present a thirty 
minute program of Christmas mu-
sic.  The sound of the beautiful young 
voices fills the whole room and draws 
people to stop and listen to traditional 
carols, and some snappy arrangements 
of Jingle Bells and Sleigh Ride. Some 
pulled up a chair and stayed for the 
program while some sang along. It’s 
so gratifying to see the joy on people’s 
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as the male lead and hero, cowboy 
Curly McLain.  Maddie Matlick awed 
audiences with her graceful and effort-
less dancing in her excellent portrayal 
of the lovely but sassy Laurie Williams.  
Senior Hannah Alexander gave a stern 
but fun, lovable performance of Aunt 
Eller. Ben Hill, Faith Buchanan, Josh 
Madison, and Senior James Madison 
gave hysterical and unforgettable per-
formances with spot on comedic timing 
as Will Parker, Ado Annie Carnes, 
Judge Carnes, and the peddler man, Ali 
Hakim. Luke Ward gave a chilling, but 
outstanding performance as the villain-
ous and jealous Jud Fry.

Each and every person had an 
important role to play whether on or 
off stage. God has truly blessed our 
department in every way. He provided 
our wonderful venue, Upward Christian 
Fellowship with its state-of-the-art tech-
nology, technical director Pastor Nate 
Hill, the very talented choreographer 
Sarah DeVore, our talented carpenters 
Tim Petree and Dr. Robert Errico who 
created a breathtaking set. VCA’s very 
own Elisa Petree and her art classes 
painted an elaborately detailed set 

Oklahoma! 
Rodgers and Hammerstein’s 

Oklahoma! is not necessarily the best 
musical of all time, but its journey 
through American history and its 
WWII background make it uniquely 
distinct among others.  

Our Logic School Performing 
Arts and Theatre Veritas students are 
among some of the most talented kids 
I have had the pleasure of working 
with in my 23 years of performing arts. 
Senior Aidan O’Connor gave an out-
standing, heart warming performance 

A Christmas Carol: Scrooge and 
Marley 

As a Classical Christian school, 
it is important that our students are 
exposed to and have an opportunity to 
bring to life classical pieces of theatre. 
It was a wonderful experience from 
beginning to end watching our very 
own VCA students bring this beauti-
ful, redemptive tale to fruition.

Logic School Performing Arts 
and Theatre Veritas’ A Christmas 
Carol: Scrooge and Marley, an Israel 
Horovitz adaptation, was packed full 
of laughter, love, hymns and carols, 
morale lessons, flash bang sound 
and visual effects, and just enough 
“spook” and “suspense” to keep you 
on the edge of your seat and yet not 
be too scary.  We were blessed with 
the opportunity to utilize the beautiful 
Canton Colonial Theatre’s historical 
stage. Playing the two main titled 
characters of Ebenezer Scrooge and Ja-
cob Marley were Aidan O’Connor and 
Tristan Dupee.  Gabe McNair, James 
Madison, and Josh Madison each did 
an excellent job embodying the infa-
mous ghosts past, present, and future.  
Aaron Peterson, Addison Thames, and 
Luke Petree gave heart-warming and 

wrenching por-
trayals of the 
beloved Tiny 
Tim Cratchit, 
his mother 
Mrs. Cratchit, 
and father Bob 
Cratchit. The 
above men-
tioned roles 
are only a few 
among the long 

list of delightfully nostalgic characters. 
Whether ensemble, crew, sound or 
light operator, or a lead/ supporting 
role, there were no small parts in this 
show- it takes a village!  I am incred-
ibly proud of ALL of my L.S.P.A. and 
T.V. students. As always, we give God 

2019 Theatre Veritas Productions  

the glory for His many blessings and 
for His Sovereign steady hand that He 
so faithfully holds over our produc-
tions. - With Love, Mrs. Wade, Per-
forming Arts and Drama Teacher  
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Thanks to the generosity of many 
and the great success of Gala 2018, 
we have built a marvelous new learn-
ing space this year. We have great 
anticipation of limitless experiential 

learning oppor-
tunities for the 
Veritas Com-
munity and 
beyond.

This year’s 
Nature Study Elective was fabulous. 
We are excited to utilize our new out-
door classroom beginning this year. 

This past school year, we held a 
Mural Competition for our new Cen-
ter for Nature Studies, open to the 
community. Those interested were 
charged with submitting (anony-
mously) an 200-300 word description 
of their envisioned project, a pro-
posed budget for paints and supplies, 
and timeline and deadline.

Members within and outside 

VCA Nature Studies

design. Our Drama Mamas and VCA 
village worked hard behind the scenes 
on costumes and just about every 
other detail.  I am so proud of each 
and every student, and I am beyond 
grateful to God and to all the wonder-
ful people He continues to provide to 
us along the way. - With Love, Mrs. 
Wade, Performing Arts and Drama 
Teacher 

of VCA Community submitted their 
samples of previous works and also 
mock versions of their planned paint-
ing, incorporating the scripture from 
Job 12:7-10.

Of all the inquiries and entries, the 
majority of the judges chose the work 
from our very own Veritas students! 

The winners were Addy Coe, Caro-
line Cavagnini, Asia Ar, and Sarah 
McCartney.

These young ladies will be work-
ing this summer under the guidance 
of Mrs. Petree and we look forward 
to the grand unveiling at the begin-
ning of the 2019-2020 school year!
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ist to paint the crests on a canvas which are now on display 
in the school’s cafeteria. All these accoutrements served the 
mission of the House System; to build comradery, commu-
nity, and accountability. 

We structured a year-long points competition including 
over thirty house challenges which most often occurred on 
Fridays during lunch. Our house challenges were extremely 
fun and varied. Challenges took the form of; trivia, music 
identification, sports, charades, or even a rock-paper-scis-
sors single elimination championship. Attendance was 
incentivized with house points at several key sports match-
ups throughout the year as well, which brought together the 
houses in support of their athletes and encouraged school 
spirit.  At Christmas time, each house decorated a tree and 

Courtesy of Classical 
Academic Press:

Mortimer Adler is considered by 
many scholars to be the most signifi-
cant reformer of teaching and learn-
ing in modern American education. 
Praised as a champion of liberal arts 
education, Adler desired to make the 
great ideas, the great books, and the 
great conversation accessible to the 
masses. Adler’s unique contribution to 

humane learning continues to influence private and public 
education for students of all ages.

Adler is known as one of the fathers of the modern great 
books movement, a movement that continues to inspire the 
renewal of liberal arts education today. Organizations such 
as the Great Books Foundation and the National Paideia 
Center are evidence of Adler’s ongoing legacy. There also are 
numerous classical Christian schools and collegiate great 
books programs across the globe that bear Adler’s mark.

In this book, Dr. Robert M. Woods examines the foun-
dations, characteristics, contours, and real-life applications 
of Adler’s proposal for Paideia education. This volume is 
thus a helpful introduction to and overview of the life, writ-
ings, and teaching philosophy of Mortimer Adler, a thinker 
who authored and edited some of the most influential books 
about education in the twentieth century. This book seeks to 
provide a gateway into understanding Adler’s important ed-
ucational contributions and hopefully will entice readers to 
continue their study of this giant in the history of education.

Without some joy in learning—the joy that arises from 
hard work well done and from the participation of one’s 

mind in a common task—basic schooling cannot initiate 
the young into the life of learning, let alone give them the 
skill and the incentive to engage in it further. Only the stu-
dent whose mind has been engaged in thinking for itself is 
an active participant in the learning process that is essential 
to basic schooling. - Mortimer Adler, The Paideia Proposal 

A note from the author:
A little more than twenty years ago when I was com-

ing into the Classical Christian arena, I remember having 
this joyous sense that I was going to be part of something 
ancient and good. The more I learned about the men 
and women who shaped and guided Classical education 
through the centuries, the more I was so glad to be part of 
this great tradition. 

Early in the process, the life and work of Mortimer J. 
Adler came to my attention. Anything and everything he 
wrote about education became a feast that fed my interests. 
About four years ago I was at a Headmaster’s gathering and 
was seated next to Dr. Deiner. As the day progressed, we 
discovered a common appreciation of Adler’s work. One 
thing led to another and Dr. Deiner invited me to write the 
volume on Mortimer Adler: The Paideia Way of Classical 
Education. It is part of the multivolume series, Giants in 
the History of Education. It was an honor to be included to 
contribute to this important series. Many within the Clas-
sical Christian world would benefit from greater familiarity 
with the men and women who have gone before us to leave 
us so rich a heritage. - Dr. Robert M. Woods

We hope you enjoy reading! This book is available for 
purchase on Amazon.

In the 2018-2019 school year, the Rhetoric School 
implemented a House System based on the house systems 
of English boarding schools dating back to the 18th century. 
Every student belongs to one of four houses; each house is 
led by a student leader known as a Prefect, and a teacher 
known as a Head of House. Houses are named after the 
epic poets we study in the Rhetoric School: Homer, Virgil, 
Dante, and Milton. Each house was assigned a cardinal 
virtue to emphasize the virtue most strongly found in each 
poet’s writings. In Homer we find Fortitude, in Virgil we 
find Temperance, in Dante we find Prudence, and Milton 
we find Justice. The houses came together to develop a crest 
which included an animal, heraldic lines and a motto writ-
ten in Latin.  Finally, each house commissioned a house art-

Giants in the History of Education Series

The VCA House System
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Veritas Christian Academy is always striving to make 
certain that we make the most of our instructional time 
with our students.  For this reason, we began researching 
a block schedule system approximately three years ago, 
carefully examining the benefits within a classical Chris-
tian teaching model.  We were excited to learn about the 
multiple benefits this schedule provided.  Please see a short 
list below highlighting the positive impact this change will 
have for our students in the Rhetoric School.

1. It is obvious that more time in the classroom is a 
benefit.  With a longer block of teaching time, teachers 
are able to complete a lesson, examine the lesson, practice 
the lesson, and evaluate the practice time to discern the 
level of competency.  More class time affords the students 
the opportunity to develop key concepts, think critically 
about the concepts, and to practice the application of the 
concepts.  This extra time allows for peer collaboration, 
one-on-one work between the teachers and students, and 
additional practice with the guidance of the teacher.  Stu-
dents truly have the opportunity to apply the information 
and are not merely gathering facts.  This system provides 

students would catch a glimpse of an event and you could 
overhear them saying, “One day I’m going to be in that 
house.”  That sense of ownership and belonging are exactly 
why we wanted the House System in our Rhetoric school.   
We look forward with anticipation to the induction of our 
rising ninth graders into their houses at fall retreat and the 
announcement of our four new Prefects which will continue 
the legacy of the Veritas house system. - Mark Thompson, 
House Sponser

Dante House - House Challenge Cup Winning Team

over 100 additional hours of direct instruction!
2. Building relationships is a very important part of our 

instruction at Veritas.  With the block schedule, students 
do not have to adjust to a new setting in the classroom as 
many times throughout the day.  This allows students to 
develop a stronger relationship with the teachers.  Teach-
ers can focus more on how the students are learning.  The 
relationship between the teacher and students is one of the 
integral factors that can motivate both the teacher and the 
student to delve deeper into the subject matter thus pro-
moting a better understanding.

3. Transition time is definitely shortened.  Students 
and teachers alike have much less transition time between 
classes.  Each time a student changes classes, the transition 
time to perform the necessary tasks to begin a lesson takes 
time.  With fewer transitions throughout the day, the ebb 
and flow of the day is much smoother.  

It is our prayer that as we begin the exciting journey of 
the modified block schedule for the 2019-2020 School Year, 
students and parents will see the wonderful advantages to 
this new system. - Karen Benfield, Registrar

Block System

received a gift of either a tie or scrunchie in their house 
color to wear on chapel dress days.  The houses also had a 
flash donation drive, which consisted of them bringing in 
items to help those affected by local and state flooding.

Once or twice a quarter, we orchestrated major house 
challenges. These typically took a double-period or took 
place out of school.  These major house challenges were 
worth significantly more points and required a little 
preparation from each house. The seven larger events we 
hosted were: a talent show, a Christmas lip-sync contest, 
the YAWP-fest poetry competition, Pi day (complete with 
strategic challenges, songs with Pi-themed lyrics, and 
performances), a student-directed short-films competition, 
Olympic games, and a Minute-to-Win-It style game show.  

Remarkably, at the end of the year, every house was 
within striking distance of receiving the first-ever House 
Cup.  After an intense final challenge called The Amazing 
Race, the Dante House came out victorious and claimed 
the House Cup.  During many challenges, events and cre-
ations throughout the year, our Logic and Grammar school 
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In poetry, humans unite soul and 
mind, beauty and reason. Poetry allows 
us to ask questions, to explore ideas, 
and to describe feelings that are diffi-
cult to articulate in prose. In poetry, 
we seek to make sense of the abstracts 
of life. By using words to convey ideas, 
we reflect the image of our Father, 
who translated His love for us through 
Christ, the Word made flesh. Accord-
ing to Paul in Ephesians, we can also 
consider ourselves God’s living poems. 
This year was the first annual Yawp 
Fest.  Each Rhetoric School Student 
was charged to memorize and present a 

The 9th graders were asked to write 
a poem using a medieval form called 
Bob and Wheel.

The first part of the poem has to 
have at least 10 lines, and each line 
must have at least 3 alliterative sound 
repetitions (the same consonant 
sound).

The second part has to have a 
“bob”--a short line that abruptly stops 
the alliterative lines, and a “wheel”-
-four lines that circle back the same 
idea/place where the alliterative lines 
started. The form is cyclical, so the stu-
dents chose topics that are also cyclical. 
Finally, the bob and wheel must rhyme 
according to following rhyme scheme: 
ABABA.

Yawp Fest

The Good, True & Beautiful Enscribed
Student Writings Worth Sharing

Congratulations to the Winners!
Mary Woods (Homer House)
First Place: Grace Prechter (Virgil House)
Second Place: Attia Dean (Virgil House)
Third Place: Addy Coe (Dante House)

poem of at least twelve lines for a literature test grade.
The best three performances from each house, as deter-

mined by staff and faculty judges, presented their poems 
amidst coffee, pastries, appreciators of the written word, 
and competition. The winners earned points for his or her 
House. 

Each House also selected a representative to compose an 
original poem to be presented.

“Sing to Me, Oh Muse, the Rage of Achilles”   
Sing to me,  Oh Muse, the Rage of Achilles, 
Who defeated his inferior foes with ease.
He was an Achaean warrior clad in bronze, 
Fated to die among that surging throng
Of men that crossed the Mediterranean
For just one fair maiden.

Enjoy Miss Attia Dean’s poem:
In the fire and flames of strife                                                                                             
The chaos creating cruelty                                                                               
The cruelty turning to more terrible chaos                                                                                       
The strong must sacrifice everything dear and sacred                                                                          
To sow the seeds of spreading peace                                                      
Never, they say, will we allow this sin to again spark                                                                         
And with their war weary hands                                                                                          
They begin to build again at the base of 
what was lost Slowly, sparkling cities rise                                                                     
A flock of phoenixes, finer and stronger than before                                                                           
Then, long silenced voices will rise as smoke                                                                                               
Smoke to ash                                                                                    
And ashes to flames                                                                                            
Down their towers crash                                                                
Only to rise again
Foolish is the one who believes anything will last

Tell the tale of Odysseus, raider of cities,
Who received the Greek gods’ pity
As he battled the treacherous waves,
Until by the Phaeacians he was saved.
Strike courage into the hearts of the House of Homer 
Who are seen as the overcomers. 
Of any fear that may wander.

The Winning House Poem of Yawp Fest, Written by Mary Woods (Homer House) 
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Renaissance Lecture

For us, the audience, declamation is a chance to learn 
from the great writers, speakers, and ideas that have come 
before us. 

This January, we gathered together and were edified by 
the declaimed word from our VCA students. - Dr. Robert 
M. Woods, Headmaster

“Declamation: The Classical Difference”     

Veritas Christian Academy held its 
first Renaissance Lecture this March.  
The lecture featured Ken Myers of 
Mars Hill Audio and was held at Trini-
ty of Fairview Baptist Church. 

Dr. Woods’s aim is to introduce an 
annual tradition at Veritas of inviting 
the public and members of its school 
community to hear guest speakers.

“We are reminding ourselves of our 
roots and our rich heritage as a Classi-
cal Christian school and acting to see a 
rebirth of the best of our past while we 
move to the future,” Dr. Woods said. 
“As a school, where teaching and learn-
ing are is the top priority, it is import-
ant to have various academic events 
that remind the school and all associat-
ed with the school why we exist.”

Myers is a nationally-known figure 
who is greatly respected in the Clas-
sical Christian School marketplace.  

If you would like to experience a key difference Classical 
Christ-centered education makes, then Declamation is a 
perfect window into this world.

As People of the Book, the written and spoken word play 
a special role in our everyday lives. Genesis reveals a God 
who speaks a universe into existence, and Adam, the pinna-
cle of God’s creation is charged to name the animals in the 
garden as one of his first duties. Language is a gift from God 
that sets us apart from the rest of His creation. Like Adam, 
we recognize the power of language to shape and engage the 
world – to name goodness, exalt beauty, and declare truth.

Declamation has its roots in ancient Greek culture 
where students would write, memorize, and recite speeches. 
Eventually, declamation became an oratorical competition 
based on the speaker’s ability to accurately and persuasively 
recite the words of others.

At Veritas, our annual Declamation event is a wonderful 
evening including presentations from both our Logic and 
Rhetoric students that is open to the community.  Logic 
students memorize and recite great poems/Shakespearean 
soliloquies while Rhetoric students memorize and recite 
great speeches. 

All who attended were spiritually and 
intellectually fed by Myers’s speaking.  
He spoke on various topics involving 
Christian Classical Education, with a 
specific focus on “the Word in life and 
learning.”  

Myers was formerly the editor of 
“This World: A Journal of Religion and 
Public Life,” a quarterly journal whose 
editor-in-chief was Richard John 
Neuhaus. Prior to his tenure at “This 
World,” Myers was executive editor 
of “Eternity,” the evangelical monthly 
magazine. For eight years, he was a 
producer and editor for National Pub-
lic Radio. He worked for much of that 
time as arts and humanities editor for 
the two NPR news programs, Morning 
Edition and All Things Considered.

Myers serves as a contributing 
editor for “Christianity Today.”  He is 
a graduate of the University of Mary-

land, where he studied film theory 
and criticism. Myers is also a graduate 
of Westminster Theological Seminary 
in Philadelphia. He lives in central 
Virginia and is married and has two 
children.

To hear the recorded lecture, tune 
into our Facebook video page: https://
www.facebook.com/pg/VeritasChris-
tianAcademyFletcherNC/videos/

Rhetoric School
1st Place: Luther LeBlanc, 
Speech to the Second Virginia 
Convention (Patrick Henry) 
2nd Place: Addy Coe,           
Nobel Peace Prize Acceptance 
Speech (Malala Yousafzai)
3rd Place: Hope Sneller,   
Oklahoma Bombing Memorial 
Prayer Service Address  (Bill 
Clinton)

Logic School
1st Place: Elizabeth Harris,  
On Being Human (C.S. Lewis)
2nd Place: Mary Coe,            
The Lanyard (Billy Collins)
3rd Place: Aaron Peterson,                        
Jim (Hilaire Belloc)
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On April 26 and 27, 2019 there was much festivity to 
experience at Veritas Christian Academy.                              

On Grandparents’ Day, we had nearly three hundred of 
our favorite folks on campus. For weeks prior to this special 
day, I heard the giddy excitement in the voices of little War-
riors describing with great anticipation the presence of their 
grandparents. In the midst of the singing and chanting of all 
that had been memorized, there was sustained applause and 
a steady flow of smiles. Add to this the ever-present hugs 
and kisses, and you will see why this is a day so loved by so 
many.

By several accounts, Night of the Arts was an extremely 
well-attended event and a joyously festive experience. Being 
able to see and hear the fruit of hundreds of hours, that 
had been turned into the many delights for the eyes and 
ears, was a treat that I had been looking forward to for a 
long time. I was actually being interviewed for the position 
of Headmaster during the last Night of the Arts, so I was 
unable to see the works of art made by our students until 
this past weekend. Under the guidance of Mrs. Petree, Mrs. 
Wade, Mr. Argento, with all of the teachers and all of the 
parents, we were all treated to the ways we celebrate life and 
learning at Veritas.

Grandparents’ Day & Night of the Arts     
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You won’t want to miss it!
Gala 2020 is going to be a fun,
casual event, in a very special location.

More details will be coming, but we knew 
you would want to get the date on your 
calendars early!

“Thank you” to the wonderful team of 
parent volunteers who have stepped up to 
make this fundraiser magical and profitable 
for the school.

I am grateful to everyone who participated at every level 
to make Grandparents’ Day and Night of the Arts such a 
blessing to so many. It took countless people, many un-
named and behind the scenes working tirelessly for many, 
many days. Our Father who sees in secret will reward 
according to His infinite mercies.

So, Grandparents’ Day + Night of the Arts = a joyful 
celebration of the true, the good and the beautiful.

What a terrific time to be serving at Veritas. May our 
Lord be pleased with our continued efforts to offer a Clas-
sical Christ-centered education that brings Him glory and 
honor. - Dr. Robert M. Woods, Headmaster  
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pre-register for a well-balanced Hot 
Lunch for $5/day, or simply bring 
their own bag lunch.

We were blessed to have near-
ly 150 kids from within the VCA 
community, and beyond! We even 
had some out of state visitors from 
Colorado and Florida!  Thanks to 
all who attended - we look forward 
to an even more exciting Camp 
Veritas next summer. - Candice 
Pritz, Community Relations

This year, we were excited to roll out an improved ver-
sion of our annual summer program, Camp Veritas.

VCA held 16 different camps, led by over 10 clinicians.  
It was fabulous to see so many folks step forward with such 
a wide range of passions. This summer, Camp Veritas truly 
had very talented people who were eager to share in their 

area of expertise.
One of the most encouraging improve-

ments to the program this summer, was that 
there was a camp for anyone and everyone. 
Soccer, Sewing, Basketball, Flag Football, 
Wrestling, Art, Dance, Base Athletic, Nerf 
Gun Camp, Cake Decorating, Stage Make-
up, Marketing Camp, Creative Crafts and 

Writing Camp, Drama Camp, Dance, Social Etiquette, and 
Baseball. It really was an extensive offering!

Another improvement, was the structure of the camps 
- when possible, we scheduled camps to allow for a full day 
for campers. Working parents can drop their kids off to 
Camp at 8 AM for Session I and pick them up at 4 PM after 
Session II.  Between camps, there was a lunch hour which 
allowed for socialization and rejuvenation.  Campers could 

“Countries and people 
speak about their 
‘national treasures.’ I 
am confident that we 
are in agreement that 
Coach K is one of the 
school’s real trea-
sures.” - Dr. Robert M. 
Woods, Headmaster

At the end of May, the VCA staff celebrated with Coach 
K, and honored her 17 years of service to Veritas Christian 
Academy. 

Coach K was Veritas’s first physical education teacher 
and Athletic Director.  We are forever grateful for her ser-
vice by teaching countless PE Classes and leading many ath-
letic events, such as Faith Walks, 5K’s, Golf Tournaments, 
Olympic Games, Pep Rallies, and Athletic Banquets.

As Coach K put it, “We all know, all good things come 
to an end.” She shared that it is time for her to open the next 
chapter of her life, which includes being more available to 
her family.  She’s a proud grandmother of two and is looking 
forward to being an integral part of their lives.

THANK YOU Coach K!

Camp Veritas

“While I won’t be strapping on my tennis shoes 
regularly, you will still see me serving Veritas in 
other ways. I love this school with my whole heart 
and I am so blessed by the fact that my daughter 
Candice and son-in-law Zach are now working 
here. I plan to continue lending support where 
needed and  being an integral part of the school. 
I believe in Veritas and I am so excited about the 
direction it is heading and plan to continue to part-
ner with you in new ways.” - Coach K
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The Athletic Department continues 
to grow and thrive at Veritas. We as a 
Christ centered community are com-
mitted to training the mind, body, but 

ultimately building strong Christian 
character and values in our student 
body. Athletics is completely com-
mitted to these core principles of our 
school. When we uphold and glorify 
the Lord, blessings come our way. Al-
ready, we have added wrestling, tennis, 
and a performance team to our offer-
ings for our students. I am confident 
with the help of the administration, 
faculty, staff, coaches, parents, and 

A Great Time to Be a Warrior
students we will continue to glorify the 
Kingdom of God while also crafting 
well rounded graduates. 

We have been blessed with contin-
ued continuity and strong Christian 
character in our coaches. The addition 
of new programs has allowed Veritas 
to add more faces to our coaching staff 
in Zach Pritz and Sarah DeVore. As we 
grow, positive changes are in store. We 
have entered a conference for Varsity 
sports that will allow us to participate 
in a tournament at the end of each sea-
son. The future is bright. Those student 
athletes that before us received college 
athletic scholarships have blazed a path 
and set goals for our current students 
to achieve or surpass.

This past season Ben Lynch signed 
to play soccer at King College in 
Tennessee. Vuk Stankovic received 
offers to play basketball from Colum-
bia International University, Brevard 
College, and Northern Vermont. These 
young men worked hard on the fields 
of competition as well as the classroom 
at VCA. We seek to encourage others 
to follow their examples not only on 
the court or pitch, but also in litera-
ture, science, math, or history. 

Our athletic success continued this 

past season. Varsity volleyball had a 
great season. Our Logic School girls’ 
volleyball team was undefeated and 
won the conference tournament yet 
again. The same occurred in Logic 
School girls’ basketball. Not only did 
these young ladies go undefeated, 
they won the conference tournament 
for the 10th consecutive year. On 
the boys’ side, Varsity soccer had a 
successful season including two ties 
against public schools, while the Logic 
lads won the conference tournament 
for the first time in four years. Cross 
country, track, and golf also had 
strong showings this past season. We 
will continue to seek God’s blessing in 
the upcoming school year. It truly is 
a great time to be a Warrior! - Frank 
McHone, Athletic Director
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CHAMPIONSHIP TEAMS & HONORABLE MENTIONS:
MS Girls Volleyball Team - undefeated and Conference Champions
MS Girls Basketball Team - undefeated and Conference Champions
MS Boys Soccer - Conference Champions
Varsity Golf - 2nd Place at NACA Tournament
Varsity Cross Country - 3rd Place at NACA Tournament

VCA Athletes Named to NACA All-Tournament Team:
Hannah Alexander (Volleyball)
Copeland Goodson (Golf)
Josh Madison (Golf)
Matthew Hrncir (Soccer)
James Madison (Soccer)
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 Like our Facebook Page! facebook.com/VeritasChristianAcademyFletcherNC 
 

 Follow us on Instagram! @veritas_warriors 
 

 Follow us on Twitter! @WeAreVeritas 
 

Connect with us on YouTube! Veritas Christian Academy  
 

Tune in to The Voices of Veritas Podcast! veritasnc.org/voices-of-veritas-podcasts 

 NEW THIS SCHOOL YEAR! Download the Veritas Christian Academy App! 

 

Join the VCA Community Online! 

Stay informed and connected at www.veritasnc.org 

 
 

 
 
 

Veritas Christian Academy
17 Cane Creek Road
Fletcher, NC 28732

Civitas Program
We are excited to introduce The Veritas Civitas 

Program to be implemented in the 2019-2020 School 
Year!

This program is offered to 6th-12th grade 
homeschool students. Students may take two or three 
classes of their choosing and are able to participate in 
both the VCA athletic and drama programs.

We require the same enrollment process for our 
Civitas students as our full-time students; complete 
online application, family meeting, and student 
assessment. 

Veritas will be have an Open House for those who 
are interested (date to be determined). 

Please feel free to contact Buffey Smith with any           
questions. 681-0546, bsmith@veritasnc.org

IN
 CHRISTO

V E R I T A S


